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* Greetin’ is Scots for crying or moaning
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* Cariad is Welsh for snookums, hunnybunny, flopsy wabbit or sweetheart
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Help Merlin & Clyde Find The lost 13 Treasures
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Help Merlin & Clyde Find The lost 13 Treasures
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* GalGael designed this boat after ships sailed on the Clyde by Vikings. GalGael are a 
community organisation who share skills like woodworking as a way to rebuild lives. 
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Glasgow’s history is 
incredibly rich; 

from the tobacco lords, industry and innovation, arts and 
culture, through to people power and protests. But before 
all that, Glasgow — and Govan* in particular — was at 

the heart of a powerful kingdom. It was a land plagued by 
bloody battles between power-hungry rulers, and besieged 

by Viking attacks. The lives of the people who once lived here 
were completely shaped by these shifts in power, from the 

languages they spoke to the religion they followed.

There are many important historical figures in the story of 
the Kingdom of Strathclyde. Kings and queens ruled their 

lands from a steep, man-made hill on the south bank of the 
River Clyde in Govan, and they lived in a palace just across 

the river to the north in Partick. St. Constantine, a follower 
of Glasgow’s patron saint Mungo, is thought to have built 

Govan’s first church 1500 years ago, on a site which has 
been used for religious devotion ever since.

As part of The Quest for the 13 Treasures of Govan 
and Glasgow, we follow the most famous druid in history, 

Merlin, as he journeys around these places in the present 
day. Old legends connect him with the Kingdom of 

Strathclyde, so who better to lead our search for the lost 
treasures of Govan and Glasgow?

* The independent burgh of Govan overshadowed Glasgow in ancient 
times, but  became part of the wider city in 1912. Even today, people 
from Govan consider themselves Govanites first, and ‘Weegies’ or 
Glaswegians second.



Did Merlin really exist? As with all the best mysteries, 
there is no simple answer.

The usual version of the Merlin legend says that he lived in Wales or Cornwall 
in the sixth century AD, 1500 years ago. However, an older version puts him 
much further north, in Scotland, in the vast forest that once covered the hills 
between Glasgow and the English border. This older legend begins with a 
fierce battle, fought near Carlisle in the year 573, where many people died. 
Merlin took part as a soldier, but was so distressed by all the killing that he 
ran away and hid himself in the forest. There among the trees he lived alone, 
becoming a ‘wild man of the woods’. His only friends were animals, and his 
only food was what he could find growing in the forest. It was rumoured that 
he could see into the future. In a Scottish version of this story he isn’t called 
Merlin but has a different name – Lailoken – and is said to be buried beside 
the River Tweed in the village of Drumelzier, 40 miles south-east of Glasgow. 
Many historians think Lailoken was the original Merlin, the real person at the 
root of the legend. They believe that the name Merlin was invented much 
later, in Wales, and that it simply replaced the name Lailoken in a new version 
of the legend – which eventually became the legend of Merlin we know today.

If Lailoken was the real Merlin, did he ever visit Govan? To answer this 
question we need to look at the old tales of Mungo, Glasgow’s patron saint, 
who lived at the same time as Lailoken. One tale describes a meeting between 
Lailoken and Mungo (who was also known as Kentigern) in Glasgow. It says 
that Mungo took pity on Lailoken and gave him communion. Another story 
mentions a king called Rhydderch (pronounced ‘Rutherk’) who had a palace 
at Partick where Lailoken is said to have lived for a while as a court jester. 
Rhydderch was a real king who ruled the valley of the Clyde from his fortress 
on Dumbarton Rock. His palace at Partick lay just across the river from Govan 
– if it was still standing today, it would be next to the Riverside Museum. In 
the sixth century, an ancient church probably stood on the very spot where 
Govan Old Church now stands. In those days, a ford allowed people to walk 
across the river at low tide. On the Govan side of the riverbank stood a huge 
mound – the Doomster Hill – which once dominated the local landscape for 
miles around. If Lailoken really did spend time at the palace in Partick, then he 
would have visited Govan from time to time and come to know these places. 
And if he is indeed the ‘real Merlin’, then Govan (and Glasgow) can claim to 
have played no small part in the beginning of the Merlin legend.

Tim Clarkson
Author of Scotland’s Merlin: A Medieval legend and its Dark Age origins 
(Birlinn, 2016)

Merlin in Scotland and Govan...?
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Govan’s Hidden Histories is a creative project celebrating Govan’s rich 
heritage, linking it to the Riverside Museum through a series of alternative 
heritage trails, walks, and games. It was developed by a 25-member 
collaborative team of Govanites and staff from the Riverside Museum 
and Glasgow Museums, led by tara s Beall. Beall is an artist based in 
the Govan area of Glasgow and a researcher working with the Riverside 
Museum via the University of Glasgow, Theatre Studies. The project 
stems from her practice-based research, which explores how museums 
can increase connections with local communities and work with them 
as equal partners.

In 2013 a team of Govanites and Glasgow Museums staff met for nine 
months to develop ideas for a ‘re-imagined’ Govan heritage trail, and 
proposed a series of overlapping themed walks, audio tours, and games 
– including one that celebrated Govan and Partick’s ancient histories, 
and linked them with the Riverside Museum. This was the start of The 
Quest for the 13 Treasures of Govan and Glasgow.

The concept of ‘13 Treasures’ was taken from the 13 Treasures of the 
Island of Britain, rooted in medieval mythology, dating from the 15th–
16th centuries. This was the brilliant brainchild of Tam McGarvey 
from the GalGael and Frazer Capie from Govan Stones and Riverside 
Museum, both part of the 2013 team. Tam and Frazer did much of the 
original research on the 13 treasures in this graphic novel.

For more exciting games, walks, and even playing cards celebrating 
Govan’s histories, visit   www.govanshiddenhistories.wordpress.com

For more on the ancient hogback stones and an historical timeline, see 
www.thegovanstones.org.uk





Merlin and Clyde are on a mission to find Glasgow’s 
ancient treasures, but where are they hiding? 
Help find magical objects in the Riverside Museum 
and Govan – Join the Quest, and save the Kingdom!

www.govanshiddenhistories.wordpress.com




